ADOPTED – JANUARY 5, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1

Introduced by the: 
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION APPOINTING AN INTERIM CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER
RESOLUTION #26 – 001

WHEREAS, due to the unexpected death of Chief Public Defender Keith Watson it is necessary to appoint an Interim Chief Public Defender until a new Chief Public Defender has been appointed.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby appoints Deputy Chief Public Defender Stephen Cornish as Interim Chief Public Defender effective December 26, 2025.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon his appointment as the Interim Chief Public Defender, Stephen Cornish shall be paid at $137,103.66 (MCF 17, Step 3) of the salary schedule retroactive to December 26, 2025 until a new Chief Public Defender has been appointed and begins serving in that capacity.

